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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

North Adams Airport Commission 
 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

July 20, 2021 
 

Call to order  
 

1:02 p.m.  
 

Chair statement for virtual public hearing 
 

Chairman Naughton read the following statement: Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain 
Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on 
the number of people that may gather in one place, this public hearing of the North Adams Airport Commission is being conducted 
via remote participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but the public can listen to this 
meeting while in progress via teleconference. Members of the public attending this meeting virtually will be allowed to make 
comments if they wish to do so, during the portion of the hearing designated for public comment, by teleconference. This meeting 
is being recorded. 
 

Members present virtually  
 

Chairman Jeffrey Naughton, Dean Bullett, and Marcus Morandi 
 

Members absent  
 

None 
 

Others present virtually  
 

Gerrit Blauvelt, Mark Candiloro, Angie Ellison, Peter Enzien, Jack Guerino (iBerkshires.com), Greta Jochem, Bryan Sapienza, and 
Trevor 
 

Open forum  
 

Chairman Naughton opened the open forum to the public and requested they identify themselves and make their comment. 
 
Gerrit Blauvelt stated that he had some questions as to where we stand with the Master Plan process. There is a vote on the agenda 
to make something public. He inquired about whether the Master Plan process is completed. He followed up with a question about 
the open meeting law complaint that was heard on Friday that suggested that the process was done by Stantec and Stantec has 
claimed to Massachusetts that the process was public. He is requesting clarification of how the process was public. He would also 
like to know who was on the committee. 
 
Angie Ellison responded to the question about the Master Plan that it is her understanding that the plan is final and the 
commissioners are going to vote to accept the plan as presented.  
 
Mr. Blauvelt inquired about how Stantec made the process available to the public. He has not found any public postings or any 
information of how it was open to the public. He would also like to know who was on the committee. Ms. Ellison stated that it was 
coordinated through Stantec and we would not have that information as that is a private entity. As the open meeting law stated, the 
commission went through Stantec so Stantec was charged with it. She will provide him with a list of the members that were put on 
the committee. 
 
No other questions from the public. 
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Approval of minutes 
 

• Public meeting – June 15, 2021 
 

Chairman Naughton requested a motion to accept the minutes from June 15, 2021. Commissioner Bullett made a motion to accept 
the minutes of June 15, 2021. Commissioner Morandi seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

Approval of warrants 
 

There were no warrants to approve. 
 

Approval of Airport Operating Rules and Regulations and Minimum Standards 
 

Chairman Naughton stated that several people have put markups on the document. Chairman Naughton stated that the agenda item 
would need to be moved to the next meeting as there were still markups in the document and it hadn’t been finalized yet. Chairman 
Naughton requested the secretary to finalize the document for final approval at the next meeting. The secretary stated that there 
needs to be some questions answered to the points that are in the draft. 
 
The following questions were addressed: 
 

• 7.11 Structures: No person or organization shall erect any structure on the airport, whether permanent or temporary 
unless that person or organization has filed a Notice of Proposed Alternation or Construction with the FAA as required by 
14 CFR Part 77, and the FAA has issued a favorable determination. Such determination must be submitted to the City as 
part of the building permit application process along with the Aeronautical Study Number. 

 
The commission referred the answer to come from Peter Enzien. 
 

• 7.12 Expectations of Privacy: The Airport has several security surveillance cameras located on the airport. The cameras 
are monitored by XXX, and the data is stored and saved as necessary. The areas under surveillance include the terminal 
building’s interior and exterior, the fuel tank area, and aircraft parking ramps. As such, persons entering the airport 
complex should have no expectations of privacy in these public areas. 

 
The commission referred the answer to come from Peter Enzien. 
 

• Fixed wing aircraft are restricted to landings and takeoff on the runway or other designated area. Helicopters (rotorcraft) 
may take off or land on the runway, a taxiway, ramp, or apron provided the operation is at a distance that avoids rotor 
downwash damage to objects on the ground. 

 
Commissioner Morandi inquired about the gliders landing in the grass. Chairman Naughton stated the commission should get some 
clarification from the soaring club as to whether they land in the grass and would need to leave that in. 
 

• 9.3 Aircraft Parking: Except for short-term stops, aircraft parked on the airport must be on a marked tie- down spot, 
chocked and should be secured to a tie-down point. Although tie-down ropes may be provided as a courtesy by the 
Airport, aircraft operators are responsible for the safety and security of their aircraft, including the condition of any tie-
down rope, chain or other material regardless of the provider. The City is not responsible for aircraft parked or stored at 
the Airport. 

 
The secretary inquired about whether a note or comment should be added about the use of the electrical service that is available at 
some of the tie-down locations. Chairman Naughton agreed and offered to provide the appropriate verbiage at a later date. 
 

• 9.6 Model Aircraft, UAS, and Drones: No person will operate model aircraft, rockets, kites, or unmanned aerial system 
(UAS) (drones) on the Airport without the Airport Manager's permission. All drone operations within the United States are 
governed by FAR Part 107 Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems. 

 
The City encourages hobbyists and other drone operators to use the FAA’s “B4UFLY” application. This application is free 
by downloading it from the App Store for Apple devices or from Google for Android devices. The app will plot your 
position on a map and graphically show you your relationship and distance to nearby airports. 

 
The secretary requested confirmation that section 9.6 was consistent with Massachusetts guidance. The commission referred the 
answer to come from Peter Enzien. 
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• 12.2 Open Fires: Except for barbeque grills, no person shall start an open fire any place on the Airport without permission 
from the Airport Manager or the City. BBQ grills are restricted to areas that are well clear of aircraft, fueling areas and 
flammable materials. 

 
Chairman Naughton requested that the fire chief be consulted for guidance on this section in regard to requiring an appropriate 
sized ABC fire extinguisher to be on hand. 
 

• 14.0 Rates and Fees 
 

The Airport has established rates and fees for products and services which are set by the Airport Commission. Such rates 
and fees shall be clearly displayed in the airport Administration Building and published on the City’s website. 

 
The secretary inquired about incorporating the fee schedule as an exhibit as well as the obligation to post to the website. The 
commissioners agreed. 
 

• Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP): A SWPPP is a site-specific, written document that: 
 
The commission referred the answer to come from Peter Enzien. 
 
Chairman Naughton requested the secretary to seek the answers as requested and finalize the document for approval at the next 
meeting. 
 

Authorization for the City administration to sign warrants and make management decisions 
 

Chairman Naughton explained that this would be the last regular scheduled meeting where there will be a quorum that can make 
decisions for the commission until the mayor is able to appoint more commissioners. It is imperative that business is able to 
continue without the commission meeting as bills need to be paid and management decisions need to be made. Angie Ellison has 
taken over the airport manager duties temporarily until a permanent manager is hired. Bill Greenwald has agreed to assist in posting 
NOTAMS. The commission needs to authorize the city administration to make decisions on behalf of the commission. Chairman 
Naughton requested a motion to accept the authorization. 
 
Commissioner Morandi explained that Massachusetts General Law, Part I, Title VII, Chapter 41, Section 56 - Warrants for payment 
of bills indicates that someone on the commission must sign warrants on behalf of the commission. The commission may designate 
any one of its members to approve all bills, drafts, orders and payrolls; provided, however, that the member shall make available to 
the board, committee or other department head, at the first meeting following such action, a record of such actions. He noted that it 
doesn’t seem to give the commission permission to authorize someone outside of the commission authorization to approve 
expenditures. He motioned that Member Bullett or himself be designated to sign on behalf of the commission and vote separately 
for Ms. Ellison to take on the management duties. Member Bullett seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Chairman Naughton stated that one member needs to be designated to sign the warrants. Commissioner Morandi volunteered as he 
is near City Hall often. Chairman Naughton and Member Bullett agreed. 
 
Ms. Ellison inquired about whether a separate vote needed to be taken or whether they voted on both. Chairman Naughton stated 
they voted on both. The commissioners agreed.  
 

Authorization to post final Master Plan and Layout to website 
 

Chairman Naughton inquired about whether the plan is the final plan or the final draft. Ms. Ellison stated that it was the final draft 
presented for final review. If there are any suggested changes, they should be submitted to Peter Enzien. If there are no suggested 
changes, the commission could approve the final draft as the final document. Chairman Naughton inquired about whether to vote to 
post the final draft to the website. Commissioner Morandi stated that there are substantial differences in the latest draft but it is still 
being reviewed as there were some changes requested by MassDOT that do not make sense for the airport. He moved to post the 
latest draft to the website in order to stay as transparent as possible with the public. Chairman Naughton agreed. Member Bullett 
seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

Tie down fees 
 

Chairman Naughton explained that the tie-down fees are billed annually at $336 per year but if the bill is paid on time, the city will 
abate $61. Chairman Naughton explained that it is a waste of city resources and proposed a flat fee of $275. Member Bullett agreed 
and offered that there should be late fees relevant to other fees charged within the city like water bills, etc. Commissioner Morandi 
agreed that if the bill is not paid within thirty days, a late fee should be added. 
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Chairman Naughton requested a motion. Member Bullett made a motion to accept the proposed fee schedule. Commissioner 
Morandi seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

Update/discussion on FBO 
 

Chairman Naughton explained that he and Ms. Ellison have reviewed the proposal from Mr. Hildenbrandt and met with him to 
discuss. Mr. Hildenbrandt has indicated that from a financial standpoint, it is not going to work for him. 
 
Chairman Naughton explained that they will continue to look at the situation which bring him to the next agenda item. 
 

Airport Manager 
 

Chairman Naughton explained that Commissioner Morandi and Ms. Ellison plan to review the applications for the airport manager. 
Commissioner Morandi stated that there would not be much interest for the proposed pay. 
 
Ms. Ellison explained that a proposal has also been received from Mr. Gilman, not for an FBO but for certain operational aspects, 
that is under review by Ms. Ellison as the acting airport manager. Chairman Naughton requested that Ms. Ellison share the proposal 
with the commission. 
 
Ms. Ellison requested that the commission vote to appoint her as the acting airport manager. Commissioner Morandi moved to 
appoint Angie Ellison as interim airport manager. Member Bullett seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

Project updates 
 

Peter Enzien explained that on the ALP master plan project from 2018, they have submitted the draft final of the document to 
MassDOT Aeronautics and the FAA and they intend to post the latest version on the city website. 
 
In terms of the taxiway alpha removal project, that was the current FY21 AIP project, they were able to work something out with 
MassDOT Aeronautics and found some funding under an older 2021 grant to do the construction for that project and that project 
has been completed. They are just waiting for the establishment of the turf. 
 

Adjournment 
 

Chairman Naughton requested a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Morandi made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Bullett 
seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion to adjourn 1:34 p.m.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Michelle Ells 
Airport Commission Secretary 
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